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List of exhibited artists : 
Maddalena Ambrosio, Mat Chivers, Susan Derges, Andy Goldsworthy, Alexandre  Joly, Antti Laitinen,
Richard Long, Alastair Mackie, Kate MccGwire, Lucy+Jorge Orta, Seungmo Park, Peter Randall-
Page, Yuken Teruya, Koen Vanmechelen, Emil Westman Hertz, Douglas White

From the beginning of human history in every culture, nature has played a vital role in creative
expression. The landscape and the work of art became inextricably linked with the so-called Land Art
movement exemplified by Robert Smithson’s famous Spiral Jetty (1970) at the Great Salt Lake near
Utah, which was created entirely out of mud, salt, rocks, earth, and water. 

This exhibition includes both established and emerging international contemporary artists inspired not
only by nature but also its processes - evolution, birth, growth, aging, decay, change. Nature is
constantly in a state of change and the artists’ acute awareness and sensitivity to this change is crucial to
the creation of their work that can be site-specific, monumental or ephemeral. 

Working in a diverse range of media and sometimes with a wide range of natural materials, they are
continually searching and synthesizing creative, new ways to redefine our relationship with nature.
Their work can be evocative, provocative or sublime, and might also communicate an urgent
environmental message. Some of the participating artists collaborate with natural materials ranging from
the raw, the found, to the discarded rather than making works ‘about’ nature. Others make work that is
conceptual, so that the ideas behind the work are more important than the materials. 

Movement, change, light, growth and decay are fundamental to nature, the energies that artists strive to
capture in their work. The artist’s observation and understanding of nature has as its goal the
understanding of human nature, and of the human condition within nature.

Further inquiries, please contact Karim Tall :  +32 (0)2 533 03 90 or karim@galerievaleriebach.com  .  

Contact     :  
Galerie Valérie Bach - www.galerievaleriebach.com
15 rue Veydt - 1060 Brussels - +32 2 533 03 90 / info@galerievaleriebach.com

Opening hours : 
Public opening March 11 from 5 to 8 pm  
Exhibition from March 12 to May 21, 2016
Tuesday to Saturday, from 11 am to 1 pm and from 2 to 7 pm 
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James Putnam - Biography

James Putnam is an independent curator and writer. He studied Art History at London University and
went on to join the Egyptian Antiquities and then the Education Departments of the British Museum
having curated contemporary projects both for and independently of the Museum. In 1994 he curated
the critically acclaimed exhibition 'Time Machine' which juxtaposed contemporary art with historical
artefacts. He founded the British Museum's Contemporary Arts and Cultures Programme in 1999 which
relates to the philosophically rigorous role of museums: to examine and re-examine history, art and
artefacts in the light of current cultural-related issues.
James Putnam initiates projects with a cross-disciplinary approach, working with visual and performing
artists, designers, writers and cultural studies specialists. He develops residencies, installations, talks and
performances and conferences in collaboration with national and international institutions. 
He is also a writer, having published both on ancient and contemporary art, including 'Art and Artifact –
the Museum as Medium' (Thames & Hudson, 2001) which offers an extensive survey of the relationship
b e t w e e n t h e a r t i s t a n d m u s e u m , a s u b j e c t o n w h i c h h e a l s o l e c t u r e s .
James Putnam was a Visiting Scholar in Museum Studies at New York University, 2003-2004,
Associate Curator at the Bowes Museum, County Durham, UK, 2004-2006, and Senior Lecturer -
Criticism, Communication & Curation, University of the Arts, London, 2004-2011.
He is currently Senior Research Fellow, Exhibitions at the London College of Fashion, University of the
Arts, London.

Recent exhibitions : 
'Wittgenstein’s Dream' - Gavin Turk, The Freud Museum, London 2016
'Transcendental', Gonkar Gyatso, Milan, 2015
'Conversion', Recycle Group, Venice, 2015
'The Mechanical Turk', Gavin Turk, Venice, 2015
'Sex With Karl Marx', Martin Sexton, Venice, 2015
'We Are Stardust', Bridgitte Stepputis, Venice, 2015
'Darwin's Dream', Koen Vanmechelen, London, 2014
'Metaphysical', Mimmo Scognamiglio Gallery, Milan, 2014
'Out of Our Heads', Shoreditch Town Hall, London, 2014
'Presences' - Alex Bellan, Gervasuti Foundation, Venice Architecture Biennale, 2014
'Design,Anonymous,Fundamental' - David Usborne, Gervasuti Foundation, Venice Architecture 
Biennale, 2014
'Die Traumdeutung 72,32m AMSL' - Miroslaw Balka, The Freud Museum, London 2014
'Vanacular' - Gavin Turk, Gervasuti Foundation, Venice Biennale, 2013
'Hunting Song' - Whitney McVeigh, Gervasuti Foundation Venice Biennale, 2013
'White Light/White Heat-Glasstress'- Collateral Project for the 55th Venice Biennale, 2013
'The Uncanny' - Adeline de Monseignat & Berndnaut Smilde, 2013
'Diabolus in Vitro' - Antonio Riello, 2012
'Phantasmagoria' - Group exhibition with 4 artists, 2011
The Knowledge' - The 54th Venice Biennale, 2011
'Memory of Books' - Chiharu Shiota -Venice Biennale, 2011
'Tim Noble & Sue Webster present Bo Ningen' - Venice Biennale, 2011
'Fascination' - Mat Chivers, 2011
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Currently  

Anita Molinero - Plus Flamme que moi 
From January 15 to March 5 of 2016

Anita Molinero refuses any concession to an aesthetic of elegance and seduction, refutes any hygienist
conception of the work to work with poor and synthetic materials that she maltreats. Her work - often
formally judged according to the English sculpture, represented by Tony Cragg and Bill Woodrow - is
closer in spirit to the work of Hélio Oiticica or David Hammons, whose works reflect a significant,
radical and politics commitment.

Her works are in important public collections including : the Cantonal Fund for Contemporary Art,
Geneva, the Municipal Contemporary Art Fund of the City of Gennevilliers, the Museum of Modern Art
of the City of Paris, the FRAC Alsace, Frac Languedoc-Roussillon, the National Fund for Contemporary
Art, the FRAC Basse-Normandie, Frac Limousin, Frac Franche-Comté, the FRAC Poitou-Charentes, Le
Consortium, Dijon, MAMCO, Geneva.
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Artists represented by the gallery

Gérard Alary (FR) - Avignon, 1945 – Lives in Ivry-sur-Seine and works inVitry-sur-Seine

Pascal Bernier (BE) – Bruxelles, 1960 – Lives and works in Brussels

Martine Feipel & Jean Bechameil (LU - FR) – Luxembourg, 1975 ; Paris, 1964 – Live and work in Luxembourg

Christian Jaccard (FR) – Fontenay-sous-bois, 1939 – Lives and works in Paris

Alexandre Joly (FR) – Saint-Julien, 1977 – Lives and works in Genève

Pierre Marie Lejeune (FR) – 1954  – Lives and works in France

Simon Liddiment (EN) – Norfolk, 1964 – Lives and works in England

Arno Rafael Minkkinen (FIN) – Helsinki, 1945 – Lives and works in United States

Anita Molinero (FR) – Floirac, 1953 – Lives and works in Paris and in Brussels

Lucy + Jorge Orta  (EN - AR) - Sutton Coldfield,  1966 ; Rosario, 1953 – Live and work in Paris 

Jeanne Susplugas (FR) – Montpellier, 1974 – Lives and works in Paris

Agnès Thurnauer (FR) – Paris, 1962 - Lives and works in Paris 

Yves Zurstrassen (BE) – Liège, 1956 – Lives and works in Brussels
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